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Free First Steps courses for adults now available

The Forest of Mercia is
pleased to be able to offer
courses on greenwood
crafts, environmental aware-
ness, growing fruit and vege-
tables, forestry skills and
independent living.

These First Steps courses
are available for adults who
want to get back into learn-
ing in Cannock District. The
aim of this training is to get
people back into learning
through informal and friendly
courses, with a view to pro-
gressing on to further learn-
ing when the course is com-
plete.

The courses are available
free of charge to the follow-

ing people; the unemployed,
carers or the cared for, peo-
ple who have a learning or

other disability, those experi-

encing mental health chal-
lenges and those with low or
no qualifications.

The project is funded by The
Skills Funding Agency
through Staffordshire’s Adult
and Community Learning
Service.

All courses are 12 hours in
length. The content, length,
timing and location of the
sessions can be flexible to
meet the needs and inter-
ests of the learners in the
group. Contact the team on
01543 370737 for more in-

Welcome to a new Team Member!

Jane Rodd started with the
Forest of Mercia in August,
job sharing with the existing
Community Forest Manager
Rebecca Banks. Jane has
worked for a plethora of
charities and organisations
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and most recently for Adult
and Community Learning for
Staffordshire County Coun-
cil. The two managers split
the week, with Rebecca
working the first half and
Jane working the second.
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Andy Goode, Chair of the
Steering Group says,

“We are sure Jane’s experi-
ence and background will
make her a real asset to the




“It was
interesting,
because it
was
something
different.”
Comments
from a
participating
student in

Survive!
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Survive! Bushcraft and Greenwood Craft Skills
offered to schools

Students from Jerome
Primary School and
Norton Canes Primary
School attended a half
day Survive! session
at the end of Septem-
ber. The children from
year six went back to
school having made
rope using willow bark
and a round house
shelter using birch.
The Survive! package
is being developed
currently to offer out to
schools in particular.

Twiglets

Twiglets ran success-
fully over the summer
holidays at Chasewa-
ter Innovation Centre.
Now with continued
funding from Chil-
dren’s Services,
(Cannock District),
Twiglets has moved
back to Norton Canes
Children’s Centre.
Running every
Wednesday morning,
children aged 2-5 and

As well as linking in
with many aspects of
the National Curricu-
lum, the team building
and confidence boost-
ing activities support
with the transitional
stages in a student’s
life. If your school
would be interested in
finding out more about
Survive! please con-
tact one of the Forest
of Mercia team. A
short promotional film
is being produced on

their parents and car-
ers are provided with
environmental inspira-
tion and activities.

Hilary Foxley, Devel-
opment Manager at
Chasewater Innova-
tion Centre highlights
the success of Twig-
lets,

“There is a real de-
mand for the activities
here, to the extent we

Community Paths Initiative

Over the last few months
we have received a num-
ber of queries relating to

| pathway improvements.

We thought we would
therefore provide some

| information on relevant

funding available through
Staffordshire County
Council.

The County Council ad-
ministers a small grants
scheme that aims to

increase local aware-
ness and enjoyment of
local paths by involving
local people in their care,
improvement and promo-
tion. Grants are in the
region of £200 to £1,000.
Preference is given to
applications where there
is voluntary contribution,
local funding, sponsor-
ship or national grant
income included. Local
groups and parish coun-

Survive! and costs
and details can be
sent to you directly.

This package can be
adapted to meet your
needs and can be al-
tered to suit different
ages and group size.

have to run a reserve
list. It's brilliant to see
families enjoying and
learning about nature
and the outdoors”.

cils can apply to cover
capital and revenue
costs. Pathways have to
be designated Rights of
Way.

For more information
contact one of the Forest
of Mercia team or Paul
Rochfort from Stafford-
shire County Council on
01785 277241
paul.rochfort@staffordshi

re.gov.uk
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Tree Wardens - update

Walsall Tree Wardens
runs every other
Thursday and is a
jointly managed volun-
teer team, through the
Forest of Mercia and
Walsall Countryside
Services. The Tree
Wardens undertake
proactive site work
throughout Walsall,
making a positive en-
vironmental difference
to their local communi-
ties. Activities may
include formative

pruning, path clear-
ance or planting work
where possible. Fund-
ing has just been se-
cured by the Forest of
Mercia to develop a
Tree Warden scheme
in Cannock District.
This too will be a
hands-on team, volun-
teering to undertake
work on sites through-
out Cannock. Training
and supervision is
provided. The Can-
nock Tree Warden

Wyrley and Essington Canal

The Forestry team
have been busy over
the summer, working
largely on access im-
provements and site
maintenance. One
example of this work
is the towpath on Wyr-
ley and Essington Ca-
nal which has been
improved by the team.
A volunteer day on the
canal also saw a fish-
ing peg being in-

stalled. The Forestry
team will be shifting to
woodland manage-
ment and mainte-
nance work over the
winter months. An
example of this work
is highlighted below.

If you have an involve-
ment with woodland,
open spaces, or a
parkland for example
and would like the
Forestry team to sup-

scheme is acting as a
pilot to assess the
potential for coordinat-
ing this programme of
activity throughout the
county. Something to
watch out for in the
future! If you are inter-
ested in joining the
Walsall or Cannock
Tree Warden
schemes, please con-
tact a member of the
Forest of Mercia team
in the first instance.

port with on-site work,
please get in touch
with one of the team.
We may be able to
integrate the work into
an existing pro-
gramme of activity we
run. If not, we will be
able to provide you
with a competitive
quote if the work
comes within the remit
of our team.

Stychbrook - up and coming work

The Forest of Mercia
team will be working for
Lichfield District Council
to improve an area of
woodland at Stychbrook.
This will open up the
inside of the woodland,
improving access with a
new path made from
woodchip and the
thinned poles cut from
the wood. By thinning
the wood, more daylight
will be able to filter onto

the woodland floor and
this will encourage a
greater variety of plants
to grow.

In the spring bluebells
and wild daffodils will be
planted to increase the
variety in the woodland
further.

Thinning the trees allows
the ones left to grow
faster and bigger and so
provide a better habitat

for wildlife and improve
the landscape for peo-

ple.

The thinning work will be
done by the Forest of
Mercia Forestry team,
and the path and other
access work will be done
with help from local vol-
unteer groups. We hope
to involve local school
groups in the bulb plant-
ing in the spring.

“Keeping
access clear is
essential to
encouraging
people to
positively use
their local
environment”
Chris Martin,
Assistant

Forester
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Chasewater Innovation Centre
Pool Road

Brownhills

West Midlands

Phone: 01543 370737

Fax: 01543 374309
Email:Rebecca.Banks@stafford
shire.gov.uk
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Forest of Mercia is a Partnership Organisation

We work in partnership with Staffordshire County
Council, South Staffordshire District Council, Wal-
sall Metropolitan Borough Council, Lichfield District
Council, Cannock Chase Council, Forestry Com-
mission and Natural England.

We also work with community groups, friends

groups, schools, businesses and funding providers
to achieve the positive work we carry out.

www.forestofmercia.org.uk

With the half term holiday
upon us, please keep an eye
on the Events and Activities
page on the website. A spe-
cial apple themed Twiglets
session is being delivered on
Wednesday 26th October in
the morning to celebrate Ap-
ple Day (held on October
21st each year). This will be
followed by an afternoon of
apple tasting, peeling, dis-
plays and activities all at

Chasewater Innovation Cen-
tre.

The Forest of Mercia has
partnered with Chasewater
Innovation Centre and the
BBC to provide Live 'n’
Deadly Activities on week-
ends up until the end of No-
vember and throughout half
term. Pop to Chasewater to
get involved with a self-
facilitated activity to solve
the Deadly Scene Investiga-
tion! On completion children
will receive a certificate,
badge and a code to unlock
special features on the Live
‘n’ Deadly website!

You can keep up to date
with all of the Forest of Mer-

cia’s activity through a vari-
ety of ways.

Become a Friend of the For-
est, follow us on Twitter,
check out the website, or
give us a call!
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