
Community Report  
 
Work carried out from 26.10. 09 to 13. 01.10   
 
Tree planting 
Featherstone Prison tree planting for the Tree O’clock world record attempt 
with BBC Breathing Spaces went very well with good attendance from the 
public with over 60 people on the day. The planting of both the trees and 
wildflower bulbs was completed in under half the time allowed in the attempt. 
The BBC was there on the day and several interviews were done both live 
and recorded, to be used on both the News 24 channel and later on Midlands 
Today. 200 trees planted with 700 bulbs. 
 
 

Tree planting at Featherstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community events / displays 

·  Halloween Twiglets at the Innovation Centre and Hednesford 
Children’s Centre - 20 children plus their carers  

·  FOM talk to Retired Unison Members (Stafford) - 15 people  
·  Herbicide treatment of birch stumps on Muckley Corner Common with 

the Friends of Group with 9 volunteers 
 

Treating birch stumps at Muckley Corner Common 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·  Putting in benches with the Friends of Group at Muckley Corner 
Common 

·  Basketry Course Aldridge. The course started well with 4 people 
attending with several more to hopefully join in the near future. Work 
completed at the end of the first session included English basket bases 
and preparation for lids. 

·  Green sculpture work at Chasetown Community School leading to a 
display of work at the opening of Chasewater Boardwalk. 14 pupils 
worked very hard at creating 2 deer, 5 birds and a handful of 
dragonflies out of willow and birch. 

 
Outline frames prepared in green willow and completed sculpture using  

birch branches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Display at Innovations Centre looking at what has been done in 
National tree Week 

·  Craft taster event with WMBC spoon carving with 4 people. 
 
Volunteer work days 9 in total 

·  Hatherton Resevoir woodland management. The day went well with 
over a hundred metres of circular footpath pruned of overhanging 
vegetation. The work done was partly to improve access and also to 
allow more sunlight and air to reach the path and so encourage it to dry 
out.  

·  Volunteer work with the County Volunteers at Chasewater doing 
woodland management on various days 

·  Kingswood Norton Canes Woodland management, formative pruning, 
transplanting water plants and planting rescued oak trees. The day 
went well with both FOM and County volunteers working together 

 
 
 
 
 



Ditch prepared for transplanting and ditch planting completed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary report on work carried out 

·  The volunteer group is now up to 22 people, with regular expressions 
of interest from members of the public. 

·  Preparation for the basketry course occupied a little less time this year 
as the course is a re-run of previous courses. Materials have been cut 
and sourced from the local area. 

·  Featherstone Prison tree planting has generated considerable interest 
in the area and will lead to the development of a growing woodland 
area in the middle of the village acting as a wildlife corridor. A bye 
product is the increased screening of the current new development at 
the prison. The response on the day from the public was great.     

·  Ongoing heathland management (birch removal and treatment of the 
stumps with herbicide) at Muckley Corner Common went well with a 
good turnout and fine weather. 

·  Expansion of the volunteer group to work with the SCC volunteers on 
the site at Chasewater means that the network is developing.  

 
Future work 

·  Craft taster events for stools and hurdles. 
·  Developing the next 7/8 months Volunteer Work Programme including 

the ongoing expansion of the group. 
·  Potential start of the Common Care Project 
·  Potential start of the Forest Schools Pilot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


